Understanding Generative Al and Its
Implications

Generative Al tools like ChatGPT and others create text, images, or audio from vast datasets
drawn from the internet. These technologies can be beneficial or problematic, reflecting the
biblical truth that "with much wisdom comes much sorrow" (Ecclesiastes 1:18), reminding us of
the need for cautious engagement.

Pre-Usage Considerations

Always be attentive to your instructors' guidelines regarding Al tools. Proverbs 19:20
encourages, "Listen to advice and accept instruction." Each syllabus will outline how Al may be
used. If in doubt, consult with your instructor before submitting work, as you bear full
responsibility for your submissions.

Instructors may expect Al to assist your thinking, not replace it. As Colossians 3:23 advises,
"Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart," implying that integrity is key, even in the age
of technology.

What is Generative Al?

Generative Al employs Large Language Models (LLMs) to analyze text data and predict language
patterns, which allows it to generate coherent written responses. However, this information
may not always be reliable. Proverbs 14:15 reminds us, "The simple believe anything, but the
prudent give thought to their steps." Be critical of information produced, as Al can
inadvertently create inaccuracies.

Effective Prompting Techniques

Crafting effective prompts is essential. Just as the Lord said, "Ask and it will be given to you"
(Matthew 7:7), the quality of your prompt influences the output. Experiment with specificity in
your requests, refining them to extract relevant results. For example, rather than asking for an
itinerary, specify details like location and audience to improve the output.

Potential Uses of Generative Al

1. Brainstorming: Use it to generate ideas based on key topics, echoing James 1:5, "If any of you
lacks wisdom, ask..."



2. Outlining: Al can create outlines tailored to your writing needs, enabling organized thought.

3. Models of Writing: Whether for cover letters or literature reviews, use Al-generated
examples for guidance, as noted in Proverbs 27:17, "As iron sharpens iron, so one person
sharpens another."

4. Summarizing: Review summaries to grasp key points before diving into full texts.

5. Editing: Al can help refine your writing, though you must remain vigilant. "Test all things; hold
fast what is good" (1 Thessalonians 5:21).

6. Translation and Communication: These tools can assist in translating or drafting professional
emails, but ensure clarity and appropriateness.

Potential Pitfalls

1. False Information: Be wary, as Al can "hallucinate" data, leading to inaccuracies (lsaiah 5:20
warns against calling good evil).

2. Invented Citations: Al may create fictitious references; always verify before using them.

3. Bias: The data Al draws from can embody biases (Proverbs 18:17 advises listening to both
sides).

4. Academic Integrity: To avoid violations, always consult your instructors about using Al
content in your work.

5. Privacy: Don’t share sensitive information, reflecting Proverbs 4:23, "Above all else, guard
your heart."

6. Misinterpretation: Al’s paraphrasing can alter your intended meaning; meticulously review
its outputs.

In summary, generative Al offers exciting possibilities, but also significant risks. As wise
stewards of knowledge, we must navigate these tools with care and ethical consideration.



